BACKGROUNDER
BIG Little Science Centre at a Glance

Introduction to BIG Little Science Centre

The BIG Little Science Centre (BLSC) was started in February 2000 by Gordon Gore, a retired science teacher who has dedicated his life to teaching science in an interactive environment.  The Centre currently operates out of four classrooms leased from School District 73 at David Thompson Elementary in Kamloops.  The current program format allows visitors a period of time to experiment on their own at any of 120 plus hands-on stations located in two classrooms.  A third room is used for demonstrations while the fourth room is used for demonstrations and serves as a basic teaching laboratory with capacity for 32 visitors.

The BIG Little Science Centre Society was established in October 2002 and registered as a charitable organization in September 2003.  The Society has a leadership of nine directors which meet monthly.  The current Board represents a diverse range of experience and skills including education, accounting, business, science and the trades.  

The Centre operated exclusively by volunteers up to march of 2005 when due to the resignation of the founder and chief operator for health reasons, the Society hired a full-time paid operator.

Notwithstanding this appointment, volunteers who contribute over 2,000 hours annually to the development, operation and governance of the Centre, are expected to continue to play a major role.

The BLSC enjoys considerable support as illustrated by the following:

· over 22,500 visitors to the Centre since opening including over 6,500 during the last school year.
· the President of BC Association of Physics Teachers wrote after a recent visit to the Centre by over 40 physics teachers “ The Centre is a veritable Science World North and fulfills a vital role in stimulating curiosity, delight and wonder in school age children.  These experiences are of utmost importance since they lead children of the day to become scientists of tomorrow.”

· Bryan Tisdall President & CEO of Science World after a recent visit to the Centre, “I am writing in support of the inspiring efforts of the BLSC.  We share with you a mission of inspiring young minds, encouraging creativity and inventiveness and building an awareness of the contribution of science and technology to the quality of our communities today and the transition to a knowledge based economy in the future”.

The BLSC Society’s vision for the future is to become a provincially significant science Centre offering enhanced programming and exhibits.  It will be a centre of excellence for student learning through hands-on experiences and dynamic demonstrations, regular in-service programs for elementary teachers and showcasing traveling exhibits and local projects undertaken by elementary, secondary and university students.  It will serve as a nucleus for sparking science activity, interest and volunteerism through mentoring programs.

